
Extension 1 - The Inland Route to Santiago  
 
This whole day journey will take you to some of the most interesting sites of the last part of the French way 
of the Camino as it enters Galicia as well as the winter trail. You'll view historic monuments, iconic sites, 
and stunning landscapes, each full of stories and history. For those yearning for a more in-depth exploration 
of the Camino de Santiago, this tour will not disappoint. 
 
We will depart from Spanish Steps and start heading south towards Astorga, one of the stages of the French 
Camino. In Astorga, you'll visit the main square and the magnificent cathedral as well as the Archbishop's 
palace - one of the few buildings made by Gaudi, outside Barcelona. 
 

 
 
From there we will continue to the town of Castrillo de los Polvazares - a very picturesque town where the 
streets and houses are made with the same red stone typical of the area. We'll then continue through the 
French way until we reach the highest point of the whole Camino, the Cruz de Ferro. This very touching 
and enigmatic place is full of meaning, as thousands of pilgrims have deposited stones, memories and 
wishes here through the centuries.  
 

    
 
We'll then continue towards Ponferrada passing through incredible viewpoints and scenic places, like 
Molina Seca, where we will eat lunch by the river. 
 
In Ponferrada we will see Templar Castle built in 1178, traveling back in time to a medieval period where 
Spanish Knights roamed the outskirts of the structure, protecting the town. Following the castle we'll 
continue our trip, changing to the winter Camino towards Las Medulas, a world heritage site and the 
biggest open air Roman gold mine. 
 



As we enter Galicia we will pass by Monforte de Lemos and the Canyons of the Sil River, taking in 
breathtaking views of the Ribeira Sacra famous for its “heroic wines” due to the steep slopes where the 
vineyards are located. The tour will then bring you to Orense with its healing thermal waters before 
heading to the final destination of Santiago de Compostela where you can visit the cathedral that draws 
hundreds of thousands pilgrims every year. 
 
 

  
 
Trip Includes: 

1. Pick up from Spanish Steps on morning of Day 9 
2. English speaking guide, highly knowledgeable about the area 
3. Drop off in Santiago de Compostela in evening 
4. Tickets to visit the Cathedral and bishop´s palace in Astorga 
5. Private transport with wifi in the vehicle 

 
The trip does not include: 

1. Lunch (possible packed lunch from Spanish Steps) 
2. Hotel in Santiago  

 
Price per person: $300	


